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Overview
- Fertilizer Regulations

-Recordkeeping
-Weather Data

-Manure Analysis
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• Senate Bill 150 – 2014
• Statewide, established the Fertilizer Applicator Certification Program

• Senate Bill 1 – 2015
• The application restriction law for the Western Lake Erie Basin
• Statewide: Anybody applying manure from concentrated animal feeding facility must have fertilizer 

certification 

Agricultural Fertilizer Applicator Laws
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• SB 150
• Apply fertilizer to more than 50 acres of agricultural production grown primarily for sale
• CCA’s and CLM’s need only provide evidence of credentials with certificate application, 

exempt from the education requirement.
• No difference between commercial and private fertilizer applicators

by September 2017 if you:
Fertilizer Certification is Required

Recertify Every 3 Years by attending a 1 hr. 
training and any appropriate fees billed 

through ODA
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• Apply Fertilizer to less than 50 acres

• Produce a crop primarily for livestock feed

• Use only start-up fertilizer through the planter

• Hire a custom applicator to apply fertilizer for you

Fertilizer Certification is Not Required if you:
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Uncertified applicators may apply fertilizer if acting under the instruction 
and control of a certified fertilizer applicator

The applicator must be:

Direct Supervision

• Within 25 miles or 2 hours travel of certificate holder

• Employed by the same business or farm as the Certified Applicator, or an 
immediate family member

• Instructed where, when, and how to apply the fertilizer
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Questions on 
Fertilizer 

Regulations?
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• The name of the individual who applied the fertilizer

• The name of the fertilizer certificate holder

• The date of application

• The place of application- Location (Field ID, farm)

• The number of acres applied

• The rate of application of manure/fertilizer (ex: lbs/A)

• The total amount of manure/fertilizer applied, by weight or volume

• The analysis of manure/fertilizer (such as 11-52-0 or 30-40-40/ton)

Required Information:
Fertilizer Applicator Records
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• The soil conditions at the time of the application

• The type of application method (surface applied, incorporated, injected, 
etc.)

• The weather conditions at the time of the application, including 
temperature and precipitation

• The weather forecast for the day following application 

• For surface applications only: Was the land frozen or snow covered at 
the time of application? 

Required Information (cont.)
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• Record the information within 24 hours of application (same day)

• Applicator working under direct supervision must submit record to the certificate 
holder within 10 days

• Certificate holders must submit record to farm operators within 30 days

• No set form required- electronic or paper records accepted 

• Must keep records for 3 years
• Employers of certificate holders may elect to keep the records

• Required to submit records to ODA upon request

Time Requirements for Fertilizer 
Recordkeeping
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New 
required 
information
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For certificate holders
Ohio Requirements for Recordkeeping

https://nutrienteducation.osu.edu/recordkeeping
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Questions on 
Fertilizer Records?
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1. National Weather Service (NWS) Website

2. Ohio Nutrient Management Recordkeeper (OnMRK) App

Options for Gathering Weather Data:
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https://weather.gov

National Weather Service Website

Enter Zip Code
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Hourly Weather Graph
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Example:
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For Fertilizer Application:
Chance of precipitation in the next 12 hours: 100%
Forecasted amount of precipitation in the next 12 hours: approx. 1.73 inches

Forecast is not acceptable to proceed with fertilizer application. If it were acceptable, be sure to Print a copy of the forecast for your records.

For Manure Application: 
Chance of precipitation in the next 12 hours: 100%
Forecasted amount of precipitation in the next 12 hours: approx. 1.73 inches

Forecast is not acceptable to proceed with fertilizer application. If it were acceptable, be sure to Print a copy of the forecast for your records.
Ensure that practice (setbacks, rates, information, incorporation, etc.) are being followed to prevent manure from ending up in waterways. 
You would still be liable for any manure discharge/ensuring fish kills

Example:
% Precipitation 

Possible

Period Precipitation 
is possible
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• Contains all the required items for certified fertilizer applicators 

Go to ONMRK.com to set up the app
OnMARK Online App
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Note your applicator ID Key
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Download to Excel for an audit on ONMRK Records
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• Can only save 5 zip codes for free

• Costs $1 per field after 5, with a 
minimum of 10 fields

• Recommend you pick fields to look 
at based on zip code

farm.bp.crc.osu.edu
FARM App Online
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agri.ohio.gov/applicator-forecast
ODA’s Applicator Forecast
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Questions on 
Weather Data?
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Reading a Manure 
Analysis
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36-12-30/ 1000 gal
180-60-150/ 5000 gal
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Beef Pen-Pack

2-15-21 lbs/ton
20-150-210 lbs/ 10 tons
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Questions on Manure 
Analysis



Composting Cattle Manure for Use on Corn
Eric Richer, Field Specialist, Farm Management

Courtney Krieger, Water Quality Extension Associate
Glen Arnold, Field Specialist, Manure Nutrient Systems



1. Weigh in
2. Build windrows 6’ x 12’ x 100’
3. Turn weekly or less
4. Sample intensely
5. Weigh out
6. Field apply



AgronomicMOISTURE
FRESH MANURE: 66%
FINISHED COMPOST: 48%
53% reduction in weight



Agronomic Field Trials
• Alternate strips of fresh manure & compost
• 2021-22 eFields Report



Meeting 2-year Tri-State Fertility Recommendations 
with Manure, Compost or Fertilizer

Fertilizer
2 yr-Tri-State

Manure
10 ton/ac

Compost
5 ton



2021 CORN GRAIN TRIAL – Tri-State Trial #4

5 tons/acre

10 tons/acre

200 lbs Potash, 100 lbs MAP,              
50 lbs AMS applied/acre

Note: Field with no manure history



What about soybeans the subsequent year?



Treatment Stand Moisture Yield

Tri-State Fertilizer 163,600 11.6 47.0 b

Manure 155,300 11.6 55.5 a

Compost 140,000 11.7 53.9 a

2022 Soybean GRAIN TRIAL – Tri-State Trial #4

LSD: 3.75, CV: 4.73
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Courtney Krieger
Water Quality Extension Associate

Fulton, Lucas, Williams Counties

Krieger.117@osu.edu

Work: 419-337-9210

Waterqualityextension.osu.edu

Thank You!

mailto:Krieger.117@osu.edu

	Fertilizer Recertification 2022
	Overview�- Fertilizer Regulations�-Recordkeeping�-Weather Data�-Manure Analysis
	Agricultural Fertilizer Applicator Laws
	Fertilizer Certification is Required
	Fertilizer Certification is Not Required if you:
	Direct Supervision
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Questions on Fertilizer Regulations?
	Fertilizer Applicator Records
	Required Information (cont.)
	Time Requirements for Fertilizer Recordkeeping
	Slide Number 13
	Ohio Requirements for Recordkeeping
	Questions on Fertilizer Records?
	Options for Gathering Weather Data:
	National Weather Service Website
	Hourly Weather Graph
	Example:
	Example:
	OnMARK Online App
	Note your applicator ID Key
	Download to Excel for an audit on ONMRK Records
	FARM App Online
	Slide Number 25
	ODA’s Applicator Forecast
	Slide Number 27
	Questions on Weather Data?
	Reading a Manure Analysis
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Questions on Manure Analysis
	Composting Cattle Manure for Use on Corn
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Courtney Krieger

